
Trinity 7 

My dear Friends, 

Many of you will recall occasions in the parish church of Roath when we have welcomed guest 
preachers on the occasion of our Patronal Festival, St Margaret of Antioch. I was told by a longstanding 
parishioner early in my time here that most of them would begin by reminding us that Margaret 
probably did not exist! In the words of the Oxford Dictionary of Saints although Margaret was very 
popular in the Middle Ages she “probably never existed as a historical person, but only as a character 
in pious fiction”. It is however in this sense that we remember and revere her for the characteristics 
and devotion she displayed.  

Her legend was declared apocryphal by Pope Gelasius in 494 AD. The story tells that she was the 
daughter of a pagan priest, Aedisius of Antioch, the place where followers of Jesus were first called 
Christians. Margaret converted to Christianity and was thrown out of her home and lived as a 
shepherdess. Olybrius, Governor of Antioch carried her off to his palace and tried to seduce her. She 
proclaimed herself a Christian and resisted his attempts. Margaret was tortured and tempted in 
various ways, even being swallowed by a dragon that then burst in two. This image we see in our 
church both in her ancient statue and modern stained glass. Margaret survived and through her 
preaching and pattern of life she converted huge numbers to Christianity.  

At the end of her life it is said she promised that anyone who read her ‘history’ would have a special 
place in heaven and would escape from the evils that might beset them. Those who dedicated churches 
in her name or burn lights in her honour will obtain anything they pray for and pregnant women who 
invoke her would be safe from the dangers of childbirth and their infants would be protected. Margaret 
was beheaded with countless other Christians in the persecution of the Emperor Diocletian.  

Margaret’s promises made her an attractive saint in the medieval period and 200 churches were 
dedicated to her in the British Isles alone, including 58 in Norfolk. In 1969 her cult was suppressed by 
the Holy See of Rome. However we still have our churches remembering Margaret of Antioch. Today 
we may think of her as a legendary character however her kind of dedicated teaching was of course 
real in the lives of many early followers of Christ in the ancient world. There were countless martyrs 
whose names we will never know who lost their lives to cruel vicious tyrants who we recall alongside 
the story of our patron.  

Tragically there are still people persecuted for their faith in the world today. For example in Northern 
Mozambique 2,658 Christians have been killed since 2017. As recently as 2020, 50 were beheaded in 
a three day massacre on a football pitch in Muatide. These communities are supported by charities 
such as Barnabas Aid, named after another saint who worked at Antioch building the infant church. He 
too was martyred in 61AD. We can pray for our Christian friends and donate to help improve their 
lives. As we remember all those holy women and men who sacrificed all to keep the flame of faith 
alive, let us not only treasure their memory but strive to act ourselves in a way worthy of their legacy 
and help protect Christ’s message and spread the love of God.  

Best wishes and prayers 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


